Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 PARIS 02338 232359Z 

21 

ACTION INR-07 

INTO OCT-01 EUR-12 ISO-00 EA-07 /027 W 

006360 

R 232209Z JAN 76 
PM AMEMBASSY PARIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7163 

CONPIDENTIAL PARIS 02338 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: AINR, PR, VS 

SUBJECT: FOREIGN PUBLICATIONS; ACQUISITION OP PRENCH 
GOVERNMENT TRANSLATIONS OP SAIGON PRESS 

REFS: (A) STATE 011378; (B) STATE 244145; (C) STATE 
274664 

1 . ON RECEIPT OF REF B, EMBOFF RAISED IN LOW KEY AP- 
PROACH TO QUAI THE POSSIBLE ACQUISITION BY USG OP 
COPIES OP THE TRANSLATIONS OP THE SAIGON PRESS WHICH 
WERE MADE BY THE REMNANT PRENCH MISSION IN SAIGON AND 
PORWARDED TO PARIS BY POUCH IN ONE COPY. LIMITED 
PACILITIES STILL DO NOT PERMIT TRANSPORT OP COPIES OP 
THE PUBLICATIONS THEMSELVES. SUBSEQUENTLY EMBOFP RE- 
CEIVED HIGH LEVEL ORAL INSTRUCTIONS PROM DEPARTMENT NOT 
TO PRESS THIS SUBJECT UNTIL QUESTION OP PRENCH PROTEC- 
TION OP US INTERESTS IN SVN HAD BEEN RESOLVED AND POR- 
MAL PROCEDURES WORKED OUT WITH GOP. WITH THE VIETNAMESE 
MOVES TOWARD ' REUNIPICATION" AND THE PRENCH MISSION TO 
HANOI TO DISCUSS WITH THE DRV RELATIONS WITH ALL OP 
VIETNAM, WE WERE INSTRUCTED (REF C) TO SUSPEND OUR RE- 
QUEST FOR FRENCH PROTECTION OF OUR INTERESTS IN SVN 
UNTIL THE IMPLICATIONS OP REUNIFICATION HAD BEEN CON- 
SIDERED BY WASHINGTON. 

2. ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT REP. A REFLECTED A THOROUGH 
CONSIDERATION OF THE ABOVE PROBLEMS, EMBOPP RAISED 
AGAIN WITH QUAI POSSIBILITY OP RECEIVING TRANSLATIONS 
OP SAIGON PRESS. QUAI POLITICAL DIRECTORATE AND PRESS 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PROBLEMS. THEY HAVE NO PRECEDENT EOR 
THIS SORT OE OPERATION IN THE ABSENCE OE A EORMAL 
"PROTECTION OE INTERESTS ' SITUATION. PRESS SECTION IS 
STILL STUDYING THE PROCEDURES AND COSTING EOR COPYING 
AND DELIVERIRG TO EMBASSY. SINCE OUR REQUEST COVERED 
ALL TRANSLATIONS SINCE THE EALL OE SAIGON, WE RELIEVE 
THAT COSTS WILL BE EAIRLY SUBSTANTIAL. WE SHALL REPORT 
WHEN QUAI GIVES ANY ESTIMATE, EVEN PROVISIONAL. 

3. ALTHOUGH QUAI APPEARS TO BE WILLING TO MOVE AHEAD ON 
THIS AD HOC PROJECT WITHOUT TYING IT TO OVER- ALL 
QUESTION OE ERENCH ACTIONS ON BEHALE OE US IN VIETNAM, 

UE RELIEVE THAT DEPARTMENT SHOULD GIVE US ITS LATEST 
THINKING ON QUESTION OF FRENCH PROTECTION OE US INTERESTS 
IN UNITED VIETNAM TO PROVIDE EUTURE FRAMEWORK EOR THIS 
AND OTHER PROGRAMS. 
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